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>>>NICE TO MEET JAPAN

Summer, Sunset, Kyoto

Both the temperature and humidity are high during Japan's summers and it is especially muggy almost
every day from July to September. As a result, one can find a number of uniquely clever and innovative
ways of staving off the heat in Japanese lifestyles. The Noryoyuka (literally "floor or platform for enjoying
the cool") is one of these methods and is one of the most iconic of Kyoto's seasonal symbols of summer.
The Noryoyuka is the enjoyment of food and drink on platforms or balconies which overhang the Kamo
River which flows through the center of the city while basking in the cool evening breeze that comes off
the river. It's also very common to see groups of friends and couples looking to escape the heat and enjoy
the cool breezes relaxing along the shore of the river.

This tradition and spirit of using the river for both the coolness of the water and as scenery for
enjoyment may be something that is only found in Japan.
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