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>>>NICE TO MEET JAPAN

Furoshib:

"Furoshiki” is a piece of cloth made in a wide variety of colors, patterns
and materials. The Japanese word “furo” means bath in English and “shiki"”
is from the Japanese verb “shiku,” which means to spread. It is interesting
that the literal meaning allows us to imagine the origin; however, its usage
nowadays completely differs from the usage of its original meaning.
Furoshiki is a reusable wrapping material to wrap and carry gifts for the
people who are dear to us. It can be folded into a compact size and can
wrap items of any shape such as a bottle of wine. It can be kept in your bag
as a spare bag that may be used when you have to carry extra items. It can
be used in many unique ways.

Traditional etiquette is also important in the use and presentation of
furoshiki, and requires a careful choice of color and pattern depending on
the purpose: vermillion is for celebrations; purple shows respect; indigo blue
is for mourning; and furoshiki with a “kamon (family crest)” is for formal

occasions. Materials and weaving vary depending on each occasion or
usage. A representative example is real silk crepe called “Chirimen,” which is
similar in look and style to that of a formal kimono. There is a sense of
quality and elegance in the puffy feel and luster. Furoshiki made of durable
cotton is suitable for everyday use, and broadcloth, shantung, tenjiku cotton
and other various fabrics are used according to taste. When wrapping things
together with furoshiki, the ends of the furoshiki are wrapped together and
knotted, so furoshiki made of a wrinkle-resistant chemical fiber fabric also
comes in handy.

When wrapping a piece of cloth to be presented, people in Japan
consider the appropriateness of place and feelings for the other person that
expresses occasion and message, and this truly represents the mentality
that the Japanese value.
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