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>>>NICE TO MEET JAPAN

Lemari

Temari are small embroidered balls that are generally sized to be able
to be cupped in both hands (in Japanese "Te" means "hand" and "mari"
means "ball"), which originated as toys used in games played by nobles
during Japan's Heian Period (which occurred during the years 794 to
1185).

During the middle of Edo Period (around the years from 1700 to
1750), cotton cultivation grew, and cotton thread became easier to
obtain, which led to temari also spreading among the common people
as a children's toy.

Soon, brightly colored silk thread and cotton yarn were used to make
different geometric shapes and create beautiful temari, and they went
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from being a toy to an object of appreciation and decoration. They also
became a common and popular gift given to young girls during
celebrations such as New Year's and Hinamatsuri (Doll's/Girl's day).

Different unique ways of darning the yarn and distinctive designs
came to develop in different regions and are still passed on today, and
temari can now be found as a traditional Japanese folk art in areas
throughout Japan.

There are also numerous candies, sushi, Japanese confectionaries,
fu (wheat cakes), accessories, and other items that are patterned after
the adorably cute "temari". Temari have over 1,000 years of history and
could be said to be an item which symbolizes Japan's "Kawaii" culture.
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