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A series centering around "cloth" in Japan
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Konpeito is a traditional Japanese candy made from
granulated sugar that has been crystallized. Produced in
various colors and featuring spiky protrusions across their
surface, they are known for their pleasantly crunchy texture and
delicate sweetness. In recent years, konpeito have incorporated
varying aromas and in unique shapes suited to the changing
seasons, bolstering their popularity as gift and souvenir items.

Originally brought to Japan in the 16th century by Portuguese
missionaries, konpeito were just one of the cultural imports to
Japan during that time of cultural influence by seafaring nations
such as Spain and Portugal. The name is said to come from
confeito ("sugar candy") in the original Portuguese. Initially,
only people of high status in society had access to these
candies, which were sold at extremely high prices.

By the 18th century, however, the confection had become
popular among commoners as well. Experienced artisans
passed down production techniques from generation after
generation and even incorporated innovative ingredients and
flavors unique to Japan. Regardless of its foreign origin,
konpeito evolved into a singularly Japanese candy with an
appearance and flavors different than what had come from
Portugal.

Japan's colorful Konpeito look as adorably sweet as they
taste, offer refined flavors, and express the characteristics of
the changing seasons much like other types of Japanese
confections do.

Each small morsel of candy comes packed with the
far-reaching appeal of Japanese culture.
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