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>>>NICE TO MEET JAPAN

Kyo-kumihimo

Kyo-kumihimo, a traditional Kyoto craft,
is created using intricately braided silk
threads that are beautifully dyed. Its most
notable features are the elegant sheen and
the delicate, detailed stitches that make it
truly unique.

Traditional Kumihimo are meticulously
hand-braided, one by one, by artisans
using a specialized braiding stand called a
"Kumidai." Depending on the shape of the
Kumidai and the combination of chosen
threads and colors used, a variety of
Kumihimo designs can be created.
Finished Kumihimo are crafted into
furnishings, ornaments and craft products,
as well as Obijime, used to secure obi belts
on women' s kimonos.

In Kyoto, once the capital of Japan,
Kumihimo were originally used as Buddhist
altar fittings, ritual articles, and

accessories for the aristocracy. As time
passed, the use of Kumihimo expanded to
include decorations on samurai armor, and
centuries later, it became a popular
decorative element on clothing and
accessories for the common people.
Throughout Japan's evolving culture and
history, Kumihimo has remained a familiar
decorative material. Today, colorful
Kumihimo straps and keychains are
popular souvenirs for visitors to Kyoto.

At the "Empress' Cup Inter-Prefectural
Women' s Ekiden," a local marathon event
in Kyoto that we sponsor, our company
presented participants with
commemorative shoelaces made from
Kyo-kumihimo. Created in collaboration
with the Kyoto-based workshop "Showen
Kumihimo,” the shoelaces feature delicate

“plum” and "peach” blossoms, symbolizing
the New Year season and evoking the
vibrant colors of Heian-period courtly
garments. Showen Kumihimo customizes
every aspect of the production process to
fulfill each customer’ s order, crafting
intricate and elegant Kumihimo that
demonstrates exceptional craftsmanship.
While preserving the traditions of
Kumihimo, Showen Kumihimo also
diversifies materials by incorporating
functional and specialized fibers. By
leveraging the unique characteristics of
Kumihimo, it actively explores innovative
applications, including solutions for the
medical and nursing care fields.

Kyo-kumihimo continues to evolve as a
symbol of Kyoto' s culture.

REPAN R — TR AEERE IV LA (FBI AR
BRI Zm ENEETARE RIRRALR S M
B

FHNAARERETARAR HIEFIZEE
IRAT R BT IR R AR S R L L 5 BEHE
I, el G FELENAA R MBALLHT
LHEEBRTN A" RE), WNTRRERRS
TZ8M.

LN AALHMIRE, AASBTHE 4
B LR SRR R BV M ano e & B UR S, HABZE
T RERSEIMEN, PEMHLEERATER
BRI 5 e & BT i 10 Mol B B A TE BV EIR A KL, 48
AR5 AN R L HEER 15 KA EmA
AFIERES S AR, BN RERIAMN LR M.

REE min EN
SRETAMN
EFRENELS

T
an e neamaEg

F@h\

EHRRABRPNREALEFT" EEH2ELF
KEENFE" L, RIASFEEFRHHIEXT BRE
PANBIERI L RNE T . XL (FGm il SUER " FH oA 40
TH"EOITE, RERBE PR ASRERIBECE, H
BUHBTE" ML BRI N R A RO BY 5. 758
PATHRFETFEHLIRS, FIETTHE ARG
BIRERR I T L TH AN TERTLZ, BERIR
MBS (LR R, TR BT HS
BT BT, BB FHRA AR Z BT B U,
K3 REESIPET T R T D ZIRA AR
BUHT dho

FNREACRIEBRE B, ESMHIERRIL
RHBIEDITo





